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Goals for the session 

Understand 
the purpose 
and potential 
uses of this 
document 

Make connections 
to research-based 
practices and 
supports to include 
all students 

Share with 
educators from 
across Ontario 



Let’s get to know the document  



What is the 
purpose of the 
document? 

• A companion resource to A 
Framework for FSL K- 12. 

• Promotes discussion among 
various stakeholders about 
issues related to the 
inclusion of English 
language learners in FSL 
programs.  

• Summarizes research 
findings 

• Provides supports  



Why now? 

• 25% of students in Ontario are English language learners 

• Achieving Excellence: A Renewed Vision for Education in 
Ontario outlines the ministry’s goals for education including the 
goal of “ensuring equity”. 

• Current research outlines the many benefits for learning FSL 

• A need to address the ongoing misconception that FSL 
programs are too difficult for English language learners. 



Why now? 

• Although French as a second language is a compulsory subject 
in Ontario, and although research reveals that learning a 
second or third language provides many benefits, some English 
language learners continue to be exempted from participating 
in FSL programs. This is the case even though parents of 
these students are often very supportive of official-language 
bilingualism. 

 



In the context of FSL, research confirms that a prior 
language learning experience can facilitate and accelerate 
further language learning. Indeed, many English language 
learners are motivated and able to excel in French, while in 
other areas of the curriculum, where their success may 
depend on their knowledge of English, the achievement gap 
between themselves and their peers may be much greater.  
 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12: French as a Second Language (2014), p. 42  



What is the research evidence? 



Three key findings 



Three key findings 



Three key findings 



Activity 1 

Please add your comments to the chat boxes below. 

How can the three key 
research findings be 
used to influence 
mainstream thinking? 

Which of the three key 
research findings do 
you think people are  
least aware of? 

What is one step that 
you might take in your 
practice to address 
these findings? 



Mindset? 



Activity 2 

How can we ensure 
that programming 
decisions for English 
language learners are 
based on individual 
strengths and needs? 

What interested you 
about the video clip?   

What is one step that 
you might take in your 
practice to address 
mindset? 

Please add your comments to the chat boxes below. 



What strategies can be used to 
support English language learners in 

FSL programs? 



FSL educators are well suited to supporting English 
language learners. The strategies that both FSL and 
ESL educators use to support student learning are 
similar and, as such, can provide a smooth 
transition for English language learners entering 
FSL programs.  

Welcoming English Language Learners into FSL Programs p.10 



There are many suggestions 
for each of the 5 strategies 
found on pages 10-13 in the 
document.   
 
Please choose one or two and 
add concrete examples of 
what you feel would support 
English language learners in 
an FSL program. 

Developing student 
profiles 

Focusing on oral 
language and 

vocabulary 
development 

Differentiating 
instruction 

Encouraging 
Metacognition 

Cooperative 
learning 

Activity 3 



What might welcoming English 
language learners into FSL 

programs look like? 



STEP 
Steps to English 
Proficiency 

STEP – Steps to English 
Proficiency is a framework 
for assessing and 
monitoring the language 
acquisition and literacy 
development of English 
language learners across 
the Ontario curriculum. 



Case study #1 

Please read Case 
study A: 

 
Providing Modifications 
in a Grade 8 Core 
French Program found 
on pages 17 & 18. 

 



Activity 4 

What are the 
important points 
outlined in this case 
study?   

What is one action 
that you might take 
to address similar 
situations? 

Please add your comments to the chat boxes below. 



Online supports 



Online supports 

• Transforming FSL website - www.curriculum.org/fsl 
 

http://www.curriculum.org/fsl


• Edugains - http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/ell/index.html 
 

Online supports 

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/ell/index.html


Activity 5 

What are some online supports that you 
find beneficial when supporting English 
language learners in FSL? 

Please add your comments to the chat boxes below. 



Goals for the session 

Understand 
the purpose 
and potential 
uses of this 
document 

Make connections 
to research-based 
practices and 
supports to include 
all students 

Share with 
educators from 
across Ontario 



English language learners are a diverse and growing 
population in many Ontario schools. As we increase our 
understanding of the language-learning potential of all 
students and continue to recognize the importance for all 
students of being able to communicate in both official 
languages, it is essential that we reflect on current practices. 
 

Welcoming English Language Learners into FSL Programs, p. 21  
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