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The intent of this viewer’s guide is to accompany the videos called “Supporting Students in FSL”. 
This guide includes a description of each video and questions to support professional reflection.  
A variety of tools invite principals and vice-principals to engage in a cycle of analysis, planning, action 
and self-assessment. Finally, the guide highlights practical strategies to encourage the participation and 
engagement of students in FSL. 

This resource aligns with the guiding principles of A Framework for French as a Second Language in 
Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12 which states that: “Participation in FSL programs should reflect 
the diversity of the student population, including students with special education needs and English 
language learners” (p. 10). Ontario data indicates that despite the many advantages of learning another 
language, some students do not participate in FSL programs.  As leaders, principals and vice-principals 
consider the factors that contribute to student participation and engagement in FSL. This resource urges 
principals and vice-principals to go further by working with their school staff to reflect on the impact of their 
decisions with respect to inclusion in FSL programming.  Because decisions about participation in FSL are 
impacted by the mindset of principals and vice-principals, as well as special education and guidance 
educators, this resource includes two videos with these distinct audiences in mind:

As the diagram indicates, the first video offers suggestions and reflective opportunities for principals and 
vice-principals regarding how to create the conditions for success in FSL for students with special education 
needs and English language learners. 

The second video captures practical strategies, including classroom practices and reflections of FSL 
educators. This creates an opportunity for school administrators to share these strategies with their school 
staff, such as special education and guidance educators, who influence decision making with respect to the 
inclusion of students with special education needs and English language learners. 

Together, both videos describe advantages of including students with special education needs and English 
language learners in FSL. They affirm the importance of dialogue between all staff members to ensure that 
current practices create opportunities for all students to benefit from FSL programming.
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The purpose of this video is to 
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in reflecting on the current level of 
participation in FSL and in examining 
how all students can take part in FSL.

The purpose of this video is to support 
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ongoing dialogue with special education 
and guidance educators concerning the 

support for students in FSL.
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Supporting Students with Special Education Needs 
and English Language Learners in FSL

The idea that FSL programs are not appropriate for some learners might be based on the notion that learning 
another language may possibly be a disadvantage for students with special education needs and/or those 
who are English language learners. A Framework for French as a Second Language in Ontario Schools, 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 reminds us “with respect to learning FSL, a number of academic researchers state 
that, under the right circumstances, all children are able to learn two languages.” FSL data shows us that 
some students do not participate in FSL. For example, participation data from 2012/13 reveals that 
approximately half of all students with special education needs who participated in FSL in grade 8 did not 
enrol in the compulsory FSL course in grade 9 (Including Students with Special Education Needs in French 
as a Second Language Programs, A Guide for Ontario Schools, 2015). Furthermore, Nancy Wise reminds 
us that parents of students with special education needs in French Immersion programs are sometimes 
recommended to transfer their children to the regular English stream as there would be more access 
to support services. (Wise 2011) The Canadian Journal of Applied Linguistics: 14, 1 (2011)

For this reason, it is important to consider beliefs when discussing participation in FSL. Kimberly Showalter-
Barnes reinforces the impact of the perspective of the administrator with respect to the inclusion of students 
with special education needs in The Attitudes of Regular Education Teachers Regarding Inclusion for 
Students with Autism (2008):

The success of students included in regular classrooms relies heavily on the attitudes of 
administration and teachers. The principal is the primary leader in the school community and 
his or her attitudes and actions set the tone for the entire school community. A welcoming 
attitude of the staff will probably result in a welcoming attitude of students. (p. 60)

As leaders, our belief systems play a big part in our decision making. School administrators, teachers, 
guidance, student success and special education staff frequently make decisions that affect the participation 
of individuals or groups in FSL programs. This video asks the viewer to articulate and reflect on his/her beliefs 
regarding the inclusion of students with special education needs and English language learners in FSL.

Issue #6 of From Awareness to Action: Supporting English Language Learners and Students with Special 
Education Needs in FSL is another useful resource when considering how to support students in FSL.

“ ”
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Creating the Conditions for Success in French 
as a Second Language Programs
This video is designed to be viewed either sequentially, or in parts. 
The key questions in each section may be used to guide reflective thinking 
throughout or as discussion starters if viewed with a group of principal colleagues.

Principals and Vice- Principals

Title

Introduction

Questions for Principals 
and Vice-Principals

Description

Principals present the key conditions 
that lead to success in FSL.

What are the conditions that need to 
exist in order to succeed in FSL?

Part

1.

Supporting Inclusion in 
FSL Programs

Principals discuss how to create a 
supportive environment for students 
with special education needs in FSL. 
An example of a discussion between 
a principal and a special education 
teacher regarding a students’ 
progress is also presented.

What are some factors that contribute 
to the development of an 
environment that supports the 
participation of all students in FSL?

2.

The Importance of 
Collaboration
• Individual Education 
Plans

• Transitions

Through the reflections of FSL 
teachers, principals and a guidance 
teacher, this section of the video 
considers the importance of 
collaboration.  It highlights the 
inclusion of all teachers in the 
development of an IEP, as well as 
during the transitions from grade 8 to 
grade 9.  

How does the staff collaboration 
increase the support for students with 
special education needs in FSL?  
How does the involvement of FSL 
educators in the development of IEP 
benefit students? Other educators?
How do you ensure that the transition 
process from elementary school to 
secondary school does not create 
barriers to inclusion in FSL courses?

3.

Strategies and 
Considerations for 
Students with Special 
Education Needs in FSL
• Differentiation 
• Use of Technology
• French as the 
Language of Instruction

As we enter FSL classrooms, we hear 
French teachers and special 
education teachers discuss strategies 
to support FSL students. 

What role do differentiation and 
choice play in supporting 
FSL students?
How do technological tools support 
success in FSL for all students?
How do you encourage the use of 
French as the language of instruction 
with all students?

4.

Supporting English 
Language Learners 
in FSL

An English language learner support 
teacher provides strategies for 
English language learners in FSL. 
A parent of English language learners 
reveals why she feels it is important 
for her children to take FSL.

What are the benefits for English 
language learners participating 
in FSL?  

5.

Conclusion Principals conclude the video by 
discussing how the strategies and 
supports for FSL are similar to other 
programs. A student with special 
education needs also shares her 
reasons for wanting to pursue 
FSL studies.  

What are the similarities and/or 
differences in FSL teaching 
approaches compared to those in 
other program areas?

6.
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Guiding Inclusive Approaches in French 
as a Second Language Programs
While video 1 focuses on conversations between principals, video 2 concentrates 
on FSL educators sharing effective strategies with their colleagues. This section is 
designed to be viewed either sequentially, or in parts. The key questions in each 
section may be used to guide reflective thinking throughout or as discussion starters 
if viewed at a staff meeting or during a school self-assessment meeting.  

Title

Introduction

Questions for Principals 
and Vice-Principals

Description

Teachers and principals discuss the 
key conditions that lead to success 
in FSL.

What are the conditions that I need to 
create in order for my students to 
succeed in FSL?  

Part

1.

Supporting Inclusion in 
FSL Programs

FSL classroom teachers discuss how 
they know when their students feel 
included in their classroom.

What are some of the steps I can take 
to create an environment that supports 
the inclusion of all students in FSL?

2.

The Importance of 
Collaboration
•  Parents 
•  Individual Education 
Plan Development

•  Transition Planning

Through the viewpoints of classroom, 
special education, and guidance 
teachers, principals and parents, the 
importance of collaboration in 
support of students with special 
education needs is highlighted.  
Particular focus is given to the 
involvement of many in the 
development and implementation 
of the IEP, parental communication, 
as well as transition and pathway 
planning.

How might I encourage parents to 
support their children in FSL?

How do I collaborate with staff in 
support of students with special 
education needs in FSL?  

What steps can I take to support the 
retention of students in FSL during the 
transition from elementary school to 
secondary school?

3.

Strategies and 
Considerations for 
Students with Special 
Education Needs in FSL
• Differentiation 
• Choice
• French as the 
Language of Instruction

Examples of classroom strategies 
to support students with special 
education needs and English 
language learners in an FSL program.  

What are some examples of how FSL 
teachers use differentiation to support 
FSL students?

How might I support the use of 
technological tools in FSL for all 
students?

How is the use of French as the 
language of instruction encouraged 
with all students?

4.

Supporting English 
Language Learners 
in FSL

Classroom and an English language 
learner support teacher discuss the 
steps they take when supporting ELL 
students in FSL programs. An ELL 
parent reflects on the benefits of FSL 
for her children.

What are some strategies I may 
consider to support English language 
learners in FSL?

5.

Conclusion The video concludes with thoughts 
on the similarities of FSL teaching 
approaches compared with those in 
other program areas.  As well, a 
student with special education needs 
discusses how she learns best.

What are the similarities and/or 
differences in FSL teaching approaches 
compared to those in other program 
areas?

6.

Special Education and Guidance Teachers
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Reflective practice leads to new ideas, deeper understanding, and greater confidence. When discussing 
the importance of continuous improvement for self, Michael Fullan refers to an article written in 
The Economist which highlights that what good leaders have in common is “a willingness to let new 
evidence change their views”. (Emotional Breakdown, 2013) Engaging in reflection related to FSL 
participation supports the development of shared beliefs and understandings.

Before viewing consider…
Beliefs

What do I believe about 
including Students with 
Special Education and 

English Language Learners  
in FSL?

Practice
What current practices 
in my school do I want 

to reinforce?

Action
What might I change 
in order to create the 

conditions for students 
with special education 

needs and English 
language learners to be 

successful in FSL?

During your viewing 
consider…

Before viewing consider…

8	  
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After viewing and reflecting on video 1, principals and vice-principals are encouraged to revisit the topics 
to confirm, clarify, and/or challenge current beliefs about the participation of students with special 
education needs and English language learners in FSL.

What resonates 
most with me?

What do I 
concur with?

What might I 
consider  changing 

in the future ?

[   My Next Steps   ]
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The School Effectiveness Framework (K-12) reminds us that “Assessment of school effectiveness is an 
ongoing inquiry process that drives improvements”. p. 3 This framework supports educators in their 
ongoing journey towards improved student achievement and well-being and is a tool for overall school 
improvement planning. “Participation by all schools and all staff in an annual self-assessment process 
will enhance school effectiveness, build capacity and foster improved student achievement and 
well-being.” p. 6

In the context of a school self-assessment planning meeting, video 2: Guiding Inclusive Approaches in 
French as a Second Language Programs can be viewed in distinct parts in order to delve deeper into a 
particular topic based on school need. After viewing, school leadership teams are encouraged to reflect 
upon the following: 

Our Practice:  As a school…

What current 
practices create 

the conditions for 
success in FSL?

What current 
practices might 

we consider 
changing?

What are our 
next steps?
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Including students with special education needs and English language learners in FSL requires all 
educators to look at their beliefs regarding success for every child and to implement strategies that will 
support students in FSL. The purpose of this section of the viewer’s guide is to support educators in 
realising their next steps. This diagram gives an overview of the key strategies to support inclusion that 
are presented in the video.

Differentiation of Content
Give students input into the relevant, meaningful 
content of study. Consider the length, breadth 
and depth of texts that students are expected 
to understand and produce.

Communication with Parents
As parents are a vital component of every child’s 

success, open and honest communication is 
essential.  Ensure that parents are aware of all 

options before making transitional decisions 
(e.g. Up to three credits in FSL may count 

towards the OSSD). Consider focussing 
not only on the current school year, 

but also on options for the future. 
Provide resources to help 
parents who do not speak 

French (e.g. FSL 
Toolkit link).

Differentiation 
of Process

Create many opportunities 
for choosing different modalities 

in final products (e.g. oral, written, 
dramatic, visual).

Using French as the Language of Instruction
It is critical that students feel confident when 

participating in FSL. Students require many 
opportunities to hear, practice and experiment 

with the language. Model the use of French 
both inside and outside the classroom to 

maximize the target language use and 
to demonstrate the prominence of 

the language to students. Create 
a classroom atmosphere that 

validates that mistakes are 
part of learning. Reinforce 

vocabulary learned in 
context, through 

repetition and 
visual cues.

Creation 
of a Positive 
Classroom 
Climate
In order for students to 
feel comfortable when 
participating in FSL, it is 
important to create a positive and 
welcoming learning environment. 
Create an honest and open classroom 
that fosters mutual respect and promotes 
self-advocacy for any help they require when 
communicating in French. (http://www.
curriculum.org/storage/30/1370607571/FSL-
module-2.pdf)

Setting 
Goals

It is important that all 
decision-making and 

planning be based on 
individual students’ strengths 

and needs. During transitions, 
ensure that students are choosing 

the best pathway  (i.e. Consider a K 
level course for students who would not 
receive a credit, but who would benefit 

from being integrated into an oral-based 
language program, creating individual goals for 

that course.)

Collaboration Between Educators
Students will benefit when all educators work 
as a team to support their learning. Meet with 

all relevant staff (the previous FSL teacher, 
special education teachers, guidance 

teachers, principal) prior to working with 
the student to determine the strengths, 

needs and next steps for the 
student. Compare timetables 
with the special education 

staff to maximize support 
time with students.

Environmental 
Accommodations 

Depending on the learning 
requirements, students will 

benefit from the same environmental 
accommodations available in other 

program areas (e.g. sit cushions, pencil 
grips, fidget toys, access to technology, 

a quiet space to work). Preload computer apps 
with required programming to allow students 

easy access to accommodations.

Ways to Support 
Students 

in FSL
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