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FROM AWARENESS to ACTION
From Awareness to Action is a professional learning
publication to support school administrators in the
strengthening of French as a second language.

ISSUE 4

Increasing Engagement in FSL at the School Level

IN THIS ISSUE
The focus of this issue
is to offer practical
suggestions to principals
and vice-principals for
increasing student
engagement in FSL.

Student Engagement in the FSL Classroom
Engaging students in learning is a goal for all educators. Students who are
engaged in their learning demonstrate greater success, express interest in
and take ownership of their learning.

As in other subjects, student engagement in FSL takes many forms, but above
all, the approach must be student-centred. It begins with relevant, authentic
tasks carried out in French and supported by authentic materials. For example,
students can use French samples of menus, travel brochures, catalogues, and
newspapers as resources for oral discussion and written work. Communication
can begin in the form of questions and answers or simple dialogues, with the goal of progressing to spontaneous
conversations. Media accessed through technology can further support this progression, as it facilitates exposure
to French around the world. Topics of student interest can motivate student participation. The more engaging the
topic, the more students will practise speaking and become
comfortable and confident in spontaneously using French
for communication.
Connections beyond the classroom can also serve to
engage students and promote the value of learning French.
Guest speakers have the power to motivate and inspire
students, while community partnerships can offer
opportunities for French tours or career-day presentations.
Overall, exposure to French-speaking individuals provides
students with role models for the daily use of French and an
idea of the value of French in their community and beyond.

Knowing the Learner
In any subject area, it is essential that teachers get to know their
students in order to engage them in meaningful learning. For example,
focusing on what students find interesting makes tasks such as
learning new vocabulary engaging. A multi-disciplinary approach is
a way of teaching content as well as language, and of demonstrating
that French is a language of communication, not an end in itself.
Surveys are helpful tools to ensure a student-centred focus.
All teachers are familiar with the role of differentiation in supporting
student learning. Understanding the learning modalities and multiple
intelligences of students helps educators create learning profiles that
support lesson planning that meets individual needs.

French-language skills are an asset
in a wide range of occupations.
Whether or not an individual sees
opportunities to use French in the
immediate future or in the local
environment, the benefits present
compelling reasons to continue the
study of FSL throughout secondary
school and beyond.
A Framework for French as a Second
Language in Ontario Schools,
Kindergarten to Grade 12, p. 4, 2013
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