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ISSUE 2 The Common European Framework of Reference and its role
in second-language teaching and learning 

IN THIS ISSUE the focus is 
on the CEFR and the action-
oriented approach to 
language learning 

What is the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)? 
The CEFR is a research-based framework conceived in the early 1990s under the 
direction of the Council of Europe in response to the challenge of creating a common 
description of second-language proficiency that could be used internationally. The 
CEFR is neither a program nor a curriculum/syllabus; it is a tool that describes the 
competences needed by second-language learners to be able to communicate 
effectively.  In 2018, a companion volume was released that updates and adds new 
descriptor scales that provide clearer access to the research. 

Why the CEFR? 
A Framework for French as a Second Language in Ontario Schools, K–12 underlines 
the value of using the CEFR. It states: “In Ontario, this reference tool is recognized as a 
valuable asset for informing instruction and assessment practices in FSL 
education” (p. 4). As educators gain an understanding of the CEFR, they pause and 
reflect on teaching strategies that result in improved proficiency for students. 

What are the key components of the CEFR? 
The CEFR describes competences of the second-language learner in five areas: spoken 
production, spoken interaction, listening, reading, and writing. In addition, the six levels 
of proficiency are described in terms of “can-do” statements. The following chart 
provides simplified descriptions of the six levels. 
The learner can: 

A1 
A2 

B1 

Comprehend and use familiar simple words and expressions.
Understand and communicate in frequently used isolated sentences in their 
immediate environment (e.g., shopping, life at school and family). 
Understand the main points of everyday communication and 
deal with most situations that are familiar or of personal interest. 

B2 Understand concrete and abstract concepts and interact with a degree of ease 
and spontaneity in the target language. 

C1 /C2    Understand with ease virtually everything heard or read and express
     himself/herself spontaneously, fluently and precisely in complex 
     situations.  
Click for full description: https://transformingfsl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/
CEFR-101-Global-Scales.pdf

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Research 
Jones and Jones (2001) 
reported that “the 
programs that boys talked 
about most critically were 
traditional, teacher-fronted 
classrooms where the 
students had little 
opportunity to use the 
target language and thus 
failed to develop any real 
oral proficiency.” 
Kissau and Turnbull (2008), 
“Boys and French as a second 
language: A research  agenda 
for greater understanding,” 
Canadian  Association  of 
Applied Linguistics, vol. 11, 
no. 3 
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ISSUE 4

French-language skills are an asset 
in a wide range of occupations. 
Whether or not an individual sees 
opportunities to use French in the 
immediate future or in the local 
environment, the benefits present 
compelling reasons to continue the 
study of FSL throughout secondary 
school and beyond. 
A Framework for French as a Second 
Language in Ontario Schools, 
Kindergarten to Grade 12, p. 4, 2013

Student Engagement in the FSL Classroom
Engaging students in learning is a goal for all educators. Students who are 
engaged in their learning demonstrate greater success, express interest in 
and take ownership of their learning.

As in other subjects, student engagement in FSL takes many forms, but above 
all, the approach must be student-centred. It begins with relevant, authentic 
tasks carried out in French and supported by authentic materials. For example, 
students can use French samples of menus, travel brochures, catalogues, and 
newspapers as resources for oral discussion and written work. Communication 

can begin in the form of questions and answers or simple dialogues, with the goal of progressing to spontaneous 
conversations. Media accessed through technology can further support this progression, as it facilitates exposure 
to French around the world. Topics of student interest can motivate student participation. The more engaging the 
topic, the more students will practise speaking and become 
comfortable and confident in spontaneously using French 
for communication.

Connections beyond the classroom can also serve to 
engage students and promote the value of learning French. 
Guest speakers have the power to motivate and inspire 
students, while community partnerships can offer 
opportunities for French tours or career-day presentations. 
Overall, exposure to French-speaking individuals provides 
students with role models for the daily use of French and an 
idea of the value of French in their community and beyond.   

Knowing the Learner
In any subject area, it is essential that teachers get to know their 
students in order to engage them in meaningful learning. For example, 
focusing on what students find interesting makes tasks such as 
learning new vocabulary engaging. A multi-disciplinary approach is 
a way of teaching content as well as language, and of demonstrating 
that French is a language of communication, not an end in itself.

Surveys are helpful tools to ensure a student-centred focus. 
All teachers are familiar with the role of differentiation in supporting 
student learning. Understanding the learning modalities and multiple 
intelligences of students helps educators create learning profiles that 
support lesson planning that meets individual needs.

IN THIS ISSUE
The focus of this issue 
is to offer practical 
suggestions to principals 
and vice-principals for 
increasing student 
engagement in FSL.

ISSUE 4 Increasing Engagement in FSL at the School Level

IN THIS ISSUE 
the focus is on practical 
suggestions for 
school administrators 
to increase student 
engagement in FSL.

Student Engagement in the FSL Classroom
Engaging students in learning is a goal for all educators. Students who are 
engaged in their learning demonstrate greater success and express interest in and 
take ownership of their learning. As in other subjects, student engagement in FSL 
takes many forms, but above all, the approach must be student centred. It begins 
with relevant, authentic tasks carried out in French and supported by meaningful 
materials.

Media accessed through technology facilitates exposure to French around the 
world. Topics of student interest can motivate student participation. The more 

engaging the topic, the more students practice speaking and become comfortable and confident in spontaneously 
using French for communication.

For all students to feel a sense of belonging and well-being, the learning environment for FSL should reflect the 
diversity of the learners within the classroom while promoting intercultural awareness and competence needed 
to make connections and relate to diverse French-speaking communities around the world. A physical space that 
promotes interaction and collaboration is also essential for second language learning. If the FSL teacher moves 
from classroom to classroom, school administrators can support the FSL teacher with dedicated space, where 
possible, to represent and communicate the value of French-language learning.

Connections beyond the classroom can also serve to engage students and promote the value of learning French. 
Guest speakers have the power to motivate and inspire students, while community partnerships can offer 
opportunities for French tours or career-day presentations. Overall, exposure to French-speaking individuals 
provides students with role models for the daily use of French and an insight into the value of French in their 
community and beyond.

Knowing the Learner
In any subject area, it is essential that teachers get to know their students in order to engage them in meaningful 
learning. For example, focusing on what students find interesting makes tasks such as learning new vocabulary 
engaging. Educators use a variety of diagnostic assessments to gauge the strengths and needs of their students to 
ensure students can engage in learning. Knowing the learner is essential in creating relevant and identity-affirming 
classrooms where students see themselves reflected in the resources and activities. 

Resources
When selecting resources for the FSL classroom, it is important to ensure that students feel represented. Culturally 
relevant and responsive collections that use authentic texts will help students not only see their stories being 
told but offer opportunities to learn about other cultures as well. Choosing varied text forms and levels will ensure 
that all learners access engaging content. A Universal Design for Learning approach offers all students an equal 
opportunity to succeed, providing equal access to material as well as ways to demonstrate what they have learned.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

https://www.novakeducation.com/blog/what-is-udl-infographic?hsLang=en
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			        Opportunities to increase engagement in FSL

Focus on the role of 
instructional leader in 
FSL classrooms

Principals consider themselves an instructional leader in FSL classrooms in the same 
way they do across other areas of the curriculum. What the school administrator 
prioritizes sends a strong signal to everyone else in the school community.

School building Bilingual school signs (e.g., Bureau [Office]) and bulletin boards that showcase 
student work in French provide opportunities for students to learn French during 
everyday life. French signage, morning announcements, and displays of student 
work motivate students and convey the message that French is valued in the school 
community. 

School newsletters 
and websites

These can support and validate FSL programming through the inclusion of a section 
for FSL. Content may range from a description of the FSL program offered at the 
school to examples of current student work and links to articles about FSL and 
language learning. These materials also provide information to parents to show the 
benefits of second language learning while highlighting the vision and the goals of 
the FSL curriculum in parent-friendly language. This information increases parent 
and community engagement and highlights the importance that is placed on learning 
additional languages. When French is valued throughout the community, students 
are more likely to engage in the learning. 

Modelling Most staff have enough functional French to be able to greet one another and say the 
date. Trying to exchange a few sentences in French with a colleague demonstrates 
risk-taking for students and sends a positive message about learning French. 
Morning announcements can also include some French language, from stating the 
date to singing “O Canada.” Modelling can also include promoting French culture by 
bringing in guest speakers and supporting French field trips. 

One article to read, one quote to consider, one link to click... 

1.	 OMLTA Module 2-Engaging the learner This module focuses on the importance of knowing 
the FSL learners, planning for authentic and engaging tasks, UDL and how planning for 
student engagement reduces classroom management issues. Engaging the Learner 
Viewer’s Guide

2.	 At our school, we use the Student Success model of really getting to know our students and 
giving them manageable tasks. This way, they build on small successes. We have many 
students who, when the bell rings, say, “Do we have to leave [French class] now?” They feel 
successful because they are aware of what they can do. In our department, we work together 
to create a program that is relevant and interesting for our students. Secondary Core French 
teacher. Transforming FSL website 

3.	 Frenchstreet.ca – This website provides a list of opportunities across Canada for authentic 
field trips and guest speakers. Created by Canadian Parents for French, the platform allows 
users to search by location, rating, and grade level. 

ISSUE 5: Look for Supporting conversations about student learning in FSL

“Much like physical classrooms, digital classrooms should also be organized and 
structured to provide students with a variety of authentic communication opportunities 
(both synchronous and asynchronous). Students should understand where materials 
are stored and how to access them in their digital classroom spaces.” 
OMLTA Module 1 – Positive Classroom Environments

https://www.omlta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Copy-of-module2-engaging-the-learner-v2.pdf
https://www.omlta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Copy-of-module2-engaging-the-learner-v2.pdf
https://frenchstreet.ca/en/

